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How well does Rolling Homes’ winning formula for smaller 
VW campervans evolve into a much larger vehicle? 

Price from: £59,979 
Berths: 2  Travel seats: 2 
Base vehicle: Volkswagen  
Crafter LWB Length: 6.94m 
Gross weight: 3,500kg

ROLLING HOMES DARWIN

Craft work – 
a greatest hit?

Andrew Bromley... 

WATCHthe video!tinyurl.com/mmmv073

 TESTED
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Rolling Homes, a family-run 
concern from Shropshire, has 
been converting vans into 

campervans only since 2009 but has 
already won a Which Motorhome 
group test of VW conversions 
(see December 2013 issue). With 
a background in bespoke kitchen 
joinery, Mark Cooper targeted the 
top of the VW T5 camper market 
with his unique brand of high-
quality cabinetry, maintaining that 
solid wood can be as strong as, yet 
thinner and therefore lighter than, 
conventional ply.

The company has four levels of 
specification, named after famous 
explorers – from the Shackleton to 
the top-of-the-line, totally bespoke, 
Darwin. The Darwin tested here 
is based on a long-wheelbase VW 
Crafter – at 6.94 metres, somewhat 
different from the usual VW 

Transporter, but Rolling Homes will 
convert any base vehicle.

CRAFT FAIR
The Crafter seems, perhaps, less 
elegant than the closely related 
Sprinter – particularly with its brutal, 
black radiator grille. However, this 
Darwin has had an expensive nose job 
– both grille and bumpers are colour-
co-ordinated. Crafters and Sprinters 
are manufactured in the same factory 
and, in many aspects, are identical. 
The biggest difference, under the 
skin, is in the engine compartment. 
Mercedes has just launched a range 
of more economical, cleaner engines, 
all displacing 2.1 litres and complying 
with the stringent Euro VI standards 
– whereas the Crafter continues, for 
now, with its proven Euro V family of 
2-litre motors, here producing 136bhp.

ARTS AND CRAFTS
This Darwin, its side panels bearing 
a repeated pattern of Rolling Homes’ 
mountain logo, sports alloy wheels, an 
awning, habitation air-conditioning 
unit, Status TV aerial and rear view 
camera – as a demonstrator it has all 
the possible trimmings, and costs a 
whopping £78,707. However, the price 
starts at a more affordable £59,979.

The Darwin has a conventional rear 
lounge layout. Cab seats both swivel, 
providing a comfortable secondary 
lounge, and the linear kitchen extends 
across part of the sliding doorway. 
Opposite, behind the driver’s seat, 
is the wardrobe, followed by the 
fridge tower and microwave, then the 
washroom and, filling the rear, the 
U-shaped lounge provides either two 
single beds or a giant double. This is 
a dedicated two-traveller, two-berth 
motorhome, but it’s spacious too. 

Rear lounge has solid backrest against  
rear doors and sumptuous leather upholstery



 September 2014  outandaboutlive.co.uk 147

excuse for ‘acoustic’ parking.
Driving the Crafter is surprisingly 

easy, despite its length, its 4.35m 
wheelbase and the 15.6m turning 
circle. The body’s slimness (under 2m 
wide) helps and we found it managed 
twisty country lanes without drama. 
The suspension is pleasantly supple 
– not wallowy, as of yore – and the 
engine feels more powerful than the 
near-identical motor in our own T5 – 
probably due to lower, more practical 
gearing. We found it coarser than the 
equivalent Mercedes unit and, as for 
thirst, Mark Cooper’s calculations, 
over the Darwin’s first 650 miles, 
indicate 32mpg.

THE ART OF RELAXATION
Inside, the swivelled cab seats make 
a comfortable lounging area, set on a 
raised plinth – the knock-on edging ➤  

Upholstery throughout is in 
gorgeous two-tone beige and mocha 
leather and the settees, with slight 
knee-rolls, are splendidly comfortable. 
Rolling Homes’ trademark solid 
woodwork in light oak (other woods 
are available) is beautifully finished 
but the conventional press-button 
catches are perhaps a little down-
market, if practical. The lounge 
windows all have curtains, with 
concertina blinds also fitted at the 
side windows, and the cab has full 
Remis blinds. The floor covering is 
oak-plank-effect vinyl, overlaid by 
carpet sections – which had been 
removed before our test. A Midi-Heki 
over the lounge and another behind 
the cab make the interior light and 
airy – despite the modest size of the 
lounge windows – and the use of 
natural wood is not overpowering 
due to its moderate tone; the overall 

ambience is discreet English luxury. 
One quibble though – we found the 
high-level cupboard over the kitchen, 
adjacent the sliding-door entrance a 
touch threatening, head-wise.

CRAFTY MOVES
Crafter (like Sprinter) cabs are a 
little austere, with some surprising 
omissions – there are no armrests, the 
speedometer lacks km/h markings 
and the steering wheel’s position is 
fixed. Fortunately, the seats are fully 
adjustable, offering a comfortable 
driving position, and forward visiblity 
is good, but to the front offside 
quarter the Remis blind surround 
can cause a blindspot. Cruise 
control is fitted, there’s an excellent 
entertainment/navigation/reversing 
camera unit in the fascia, and with 
front and rear sensors there’d be no 

Large wardrobe sits alongside fridge/
freezer and rather-too-high microwave

Linear kitchen is fully equipped and  
has extensive work surface and storage

Large double bed – slight knee rolls mean 
seat cushions have to be turned for sleeping

Washroom has easily cleaned walls. Plastic 
cabinet will be replaced by wooden version
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common current practice, there’s no 
drainer, though there is ample room 
for one. Acres of dark grey, speckled, 
Corian-type worktop – like the 
Darwin’s woodwork, much thinner 
in section than the usual board – is 
robust, easily cleaned and looks 
classy. There’s even an upstand of the 
same material at the rear end of the 
kitchen, ideal for your teapot. There’s 
a mains socket near the cooker, and a 
pull-up ‘power-tower’ at the opposite 
end of the unit. A clever design, this 
has three 230V sockets and two 
USB ports and is lowerable to just 
above the surface, whilst still leaving 
an appliance connected – clever. 
Opposite the kitchen, the AES fridge is 
huge – 190 litres including a separate 
35-litre freezer. The microwave, above, 
is a domestic-sized Whirlpool 1,300W, 
set at 1.52m (5ft 0in) off the floor. 
Storage is generous – three shelved 

to which was soon knocked off by 
our clumsy feet! This, together with 
similar edging to the table, will be 
urgently addressed, as the company 
recognises its unsuitability (solid oak 
edging is now used instead). A leather 
magazine pocket on the wardrobe’s 
front wall is handy for the swivelled 
driver’s seat.

In a panel van with U-shaped rear 
lounge, it’s pleasant to open the rear 
doors and enjoy the sunshine – but 
sprawling inhabitants can risk falling 
out!  However, the Darwin has a 
wooden panel/backrest across the 
’van, in front of the doors – and a 
large storage locker (accessible from 
outside) below. The downside is loss 
of rear access – but the Darwin is 
bespoke, so changes are possible.  

The free-standing table (stored in 
the washroom) is rather large and 
uncomfortably low; it can, however, 

be used outside. A television in the 
forward offside corner is easily visible 
from both settees, there are two 
additional audio speakers, and the 
LED lighting is plentiful, with reading 
lights, strips and ceiling clusters. Add 
blown-air warmth (through two vents) 
from the powerful Truma Combi 6E 
heater (also feeding outlets in the 
washroom and doorway) and a mains 
power socket and there’s everything 
needed for comfortable lounging. 
With each settee being over six feet 
long, you could seat six in comfort. 

KITCHEN CRAFT
The kitchen will please a keen holiday 
chef, having a full-sized Thetford 
Caprice cooker with four-burner 
hob, grill, oven and pan cupboard, 
and a stainless-steel sink with mixer 
tap. Both have glass lids. Following 

60-litre gas tank 
High quality construction 

Table, knock-on edging, too large/low  
High cost of some tempting options 

 
Better access to under-settee storage 
Swivel bathroom tap, better cabinet 

LIKED

WANTED

DISLIKED

Although lacking armrests, 
the secondary front seating 

is comfortable 
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lower cupboards, three drawers and 
two large overhead cupboards, plus 
a shallow drawer below the fridge – 
and lighting comes from four ceiling 
clusters (though they’re behind the 
chef ) and more around the Heki, plus 
lighting strips under the overhead 
cupboards. However, there’s no 
kitchen window.

FACE PAINTING
The Darwin’s washroom has smooth-
lined plastic walls, the door being 
protected by a curtain, though 
we were assured this wasn’t really 
necessary – the solid wood is quite 
capable of repelling water. There’s 
a ceramic bowl Dometic toilet, fed 
from the main fresh water tank and, 
below an illuminated mirror, a corner 
washbasin with a fixed mixer tap – 
Rolling Homes hasn’t yet managed to 

source a suitable swivelling tap, which 
would allow for easier abluting. 

The shower tray comprises the 
entire floor, with one drain hole at 
the front, and the shower is fitted to a 
riser bar. The plastic, mirror-doored 
wall cupboard is disappointingly 
flimsy and will be replaced in 
production by a Rolling Homes-
manufactured wooden cabinet. 
Though there’s plenty of room in the 
washroom, and it’s equipped with 
towel rail and ring, toothbrush mug 
and skylight, absent were a toilet 
roll holder and soap dish – being a 
prototype, these were in the workshop 
awaiting fitting! 

DESIGNS ON DREAMING
A beauty of the rear lounge layout 
is, generally, the ease of bed-making. 
For two single beds, just remove the 

backrest cushions to the cab – mind, 
there’s quite a number of these, 
including awkward curved corner 
pieces. These comfy beds measure 
1.90m by 0.61m and you’re held by 
those gentle knee-rolls. For the huge 
lengthways double bed – 1.71m 
wide – sturdy metal-framed, slatted 
bases pull easily into the centre and 
are overlaid by the main backrest 
cushions, but the presence of knee-
rolls means the seat cushions must be 
turned over.

CREATIVE STORAGE
Payload on this 3,500kg motorhome is 
400kg – impressive given the amount 
of extras fitted to the demonstrator 
and proof of the lightness of the solid 
woodwork – and there’s good storage 
capacity to utilise this.

That area under the rear of the ➤  

Rear storage would be ideal for muddy boots, cables and 
levelling blocks. The ventilated panel conceals the Truma heater
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FACTS AND FIGURES

settees, accessed from outside, is 
perfect for levelling blocks, cables and 
wellies. The cab has handy overhead 
shelves above each seat, ideal for 
maps and sunglasses – though we’d 
prefer more capacious overcab 
storage for bedding. The rear lounge 
promises great storage under each 
settee, accessed by lifting the seat 
bases. However, this is easier said than 
done and needs further development 
– freely admitted by Rolling Homes 
– as for the lids to stay up you need 
to remove the backrests and also the 
seat cushions. With a slight redesign, 
and gas struts, we’re sure production 
vehicles will make the most of this 
space. Meanwhile, there are four 
generous cupboards above the lounge 
and the ceiling-to-floor wardrobe has 
an excellent hanging drop of 1.05m, 
with two large shelves below.

As tested, this well-endowed 
motorhome has an external gas 
tank with 60 litres nominal capacity 
(48 litres actual) which should keep 
an intrepid adventurer going for 
months. The roof-mounted Truma 
habitation air-conditioning unit is 
slimline and discreet and doesn’t 
impinge on headroom. Plus, there’s 
an Avtex television, with aerial and 

THE  VERDICT

The Darwin represents a great step 
forward into the Big League (of full-sized 
van conversions) for Rolling Homes. The 
Crafter’s slimness allows easy passage 
down narrow lanes, despite its 
considerable length. It is comfortable 
and a pleasure to drive. Inside, a 
conventional and well designed rear 
lounge layout combines with beautifully 
crafted woodwork, where a skilful 
lightness of touch brings this traditional 
material into the twenty-first century. This 
is a practical and desirable motorhome 
for two, and the high specification and 
bespoke exclusivity go a long way to 
justifying the price.   

➤ ➤ ➤ ➤ ➤

      PRICE 
From: £59,979
As tested: £78,707

BASICS 
Berths: 2
Travel seats: 2

Warranty: Base vehicle three years, 
conversion five years
Type approval: Individual

Bodywork

DIMENSIONS
Length: 6.94m (22ft 9in)
Width: 1.99m (6ft 6in)

Height: 3.00m (9ft 10in)
 Gross vehicle weight: 3,500kg
Payload: 400kg

BASE VEHICLE
Type: Volkswagen Crafter LWB
Engine: 2-litre, 136bhp, Euro V

KITCHEN
Cooker: Four-burner gas hob, 
separate grill, oven, microwave

Fridge: Dometic 190-litre AES

BEDS
Rear double: 1.90m x 1.71m (6ft 
3in x 5ft 7½in)

Rear singles: 1.90m x 0.61cm (6ft 3in x 
2ft ½in)  

ESSENTIALS
 Fresh water: 80 litres (insulated, 
heated, underfloor)

Waste water: 92 litres (insulated, 
heated, underfloor)
Space heating: Truma Combi 6E, gas/
mains with digital control
Water heating: As above
Gas: 60 litre underslung gas tank

OPTIONS
Fitted to test vehicle: Metallic paint 
(£972), painted bumpers/grille (£1,300), 
alloys (£1,100), cab air-con (£1,260), 
habitation air-con (£1,690), parking 
sensors (£378), DAB/sat-nav (£995), 
reversing camera (£695), TV/DVD/
Freeview (£550), solar panel (£720), 
extra Heki (£569), awning (£795), 
microwave (£495), large fridge (£495), 
timber ceiling, inset lights (£640), leather 
upholstery (£1,695), safe (£95), 
winterised, heated water tanks (£240), 
Remis cab blinds (£569), engine upgrade 
from 109bhp to 136bhp (£1,495) 
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12V socket and a safe is fitted under 
the offside settee. Of course, most 
of these items are optional extras, 
and buyers will specify their Darwin 
according to taste and pocket. Water 
tanks are underslung, but insulated 
and heated, and carry 80 litres (fresh) 
and 92 litres (waste). Finally, there’s 
a standard spare wheel, and Rolling 
Homes provides a five-year conversion 
warranty. 
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